THE IMPORTANCE OF HAVING A RIGHT HEART
· The condition of our heart spiritually will greatly determine the outcome of our life
· What is in our heart will greatly influence;

i. The way that we live our life
ii. The choices that we make in life
iii. The words that we speak to others, especially when under pressure
iv. The degree to which we fulfil God’s plan for our life, and
v. The degree to which we walk in victory as a believer

In the book of Proverbs we read, “Keep your heart with all diligence, for out of it spring the issues of life.” (Proverbs 4:23)
· Without Christ reigning in a human heart people are invariably deceitful and ungodly in the way that they think and live their life
· We only have to look at what is happening in America at the moment with all of the looting and riots in so many cities
In the book of Jeremiah we see a description of the condition of the human heart without Christ,
“The heart is deceitful above all things, And desperately wicked; Who can know it?  I, the Lord, search the heart, I test the mind, Even to give every man according to his ways, According to the fruit of his doings” (Jeremiah 17:9-10)
· However when we come to Christ we have a new heart and a power within to live a God glorifying life
In the book of Ezekiel we read,

“I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; I will take the heart of stone out of your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will keep My judgments and do them.” (Ezekiel 36:26-27)
· In this world people so often judge people based on their outward appearance, but when it comes to God, He is most concerned with the spiritual condition of our heart and the way that we LOVE others
· We see this clearly in the book of 1 Samuel when God was looking at raising up a new King over Israel to replace King Saul
“Now the LORD said to Samuel, “How long will your mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected him from reigning over Israel? Fill your horn with oil, and go; I am sending you to Jessie the Bethlehemite. For I have provided Myself a king from among his sons.” (1 Samuel 16:1)

“So Samuel did what the LORD said, and went to Bethlehem. And the elders of the town trembled at his coming, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” (1 Samuel 16:4)

“And he said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD. Sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” Then he consecrated Jesse and his sons, and invited them to the sacrifice.” (1 Samuel 16:5)

“So it was, when they came, that he looked at Eliab and said, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is before Him!” (1 Samuel 16:6)

“But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or at his physical stature, because I have refused him. For the LORD does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.” (1 Samuel 16:7)

“So Jessie called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one. Then Jessie made Shammah pass by. And he said, Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” (1 Samuel 16:8-9)
“Thus Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel. And Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen these.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all the young men here?” Then he said, “There remains yet the youngest, and there he is, keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him. For we will not sit down till he comes here.” (1 Samuel 16:11)

(God knows how to find people when their heart is right with Him and others. Promotion in God’s Kingdom always comes from above. God raised up David out of obscurity to become Israel’s next and greatest king)
“So he sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, with bright eyes, and good looking. And the LORD said, “Arise, anoint him; for this is the one!” (1 Samuel 16:12)
· When we come to Christ we are washed in the precious Blood of Jesus and our spirit is wonderfully cleansed and born again from above and we become a new creation in Christ, a child of God. So when we are born again we have a wonderful start to our new life in Christ

· However from the moment we are saved we enter into a very real spiritual contest for our God given destiny

Jesus made this clear in His explanation of the Parable of the Sower when he said,
“The sower sows the word. And these are the ones by the wayside where the word is sown. When they hear, Satan comes immediately and takes away the word that was sown in their hearts. 

These likewise are the ones sown on stony ground who, when they hear the word, immediately receive it with gladness; and they have no root in themselves, and so endure only for a time. Afterward, when tribulation or persecution arises for the word’s sake, immediately they stumble.

Now these are the ones sown among thorns; they are the ones who hear the word, and the cares of this world, the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other things entering in choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful.

But these are the ones sown on good ground, those who hear the word, accept it, and bear fruit: some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some a hundred.” (Mark 4:14-20)
· It is therefore so important as Christians that once we have been born again that we continually guard our heart and prevent wrong attitudes and desires from entering into our heart as we journey through life
· This is a great key to remaining strong in our walk with the Lord, especially given the lawless and ungodly times that we are now living in

In the book of James we read,
“Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.” 
“Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He himself tempt anyone. But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed.  Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full grown, brings forth death. Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren.” (James 1:12-16)
· Allowing wrong desires to develop in our heart makes it harder to overcome the temptations that we all experience in life

· For this reason it is vitally important as believers that we continually remain strong in our spirit man. That we continually seek to grow stronger in our faith

· The simple fact is that we have a very real adversary, the devil, who is out to destroy the lives of people and especially believers

The Apostle Peter wrote, “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.  Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world.” (1 Peter 5:8-9)
This is why the Apostle Paul also wrote,

“Be angry, and do not sin”; do not let the sun go down on your wrath, nor give place to the devil.” (Ephesians 4:26-27)

· Even King David, the only man referred to in the bible as being a man after God’s own heart, became for a while hardened in his heart after looking upon Bathsheba from the roof of his castle and then committing adultery with her before then having her husband murdered
We see this in chapter 11 of 2 Samuel starting at verse one;
“It happened in the spring of the year, at the time when kings go out to battle, that David sent Joab and his servants with him, and all Israel; and they destroyed the people of Ammon and besieged Rabbah. But David remained at Jerusalem.”
“Then it happened one evening that David arose from his bed and walked on the roof of the king’s house. And from the roof he saw a woman bathing, and the woman was very beautiful to behold.  So David sent and inquired about the woman. And someone said, “Is this not Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite?” (2 Samuel 11:1-3)
(It is so important that we are always at the right place at the right time. King David should have been with his men on the battlefield. Because he was at the wrong place at the wrong time he fell in temptation and began to make wrong choices in his life. We also learn from this account how important it is that we are always careful about what we look at and allow into our ear and eye gates)  
“Then David sent messengers, and took her; and she came to him, and he lay with her, for she was cleansed from her impurity; and she returned to her house.  And the woman conceived; so she sent and told David, and said, “I am with child.” (2 Samuel 11:4-5)

“In the morning it happened that David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it by the hand of Uriah. And he wrote in the letter, saying, “Set Uriah in the forefront of the hottest battle, and retreat from him, that he may be struck down and die.” So it was, while Joab besieged the city, that he assigned Uriah to a place where he knew there were valiant men. Then the men of the city came out and fought with Joab. And some of the people of the servants of David fell; and Uriah the Hittite died also. Then Joab sent and told David all the things concerning the war,” (2 Samuel 11:14-18)

(Here we see that sometimes the cover up can be worse than the initial sin itself. After trying to get Uriah to stay with his wife to cover up his adulterous affair with Bathsheba, King David then had Uriah murdered)
· We also see in 1 Kings the heart of King Solomon, who was the son of King David turning away from living wholeheartedly for the Lord, even though early in his reign as King of Israel he had experienced two visitations from the Lord in dreams
· This just shows us that no matter how spiritual we may think that we are, there is always a danger of our heart becoming hardened towards God IF we are not disciplined in our walk with the LORD
· After marrying many foreign women, King Solomon’s heart was turned away from the LORD as he began to seek after other gods
· We see this in the following passage of Scripture
“But King Solomon loved many foreign women, as well as the daughter of Pharaoh: women of the Moabites, Ammonites, Sidonians, and Hittites-

From the nations of whom the LORD had said to the children of Israel, “You shall not intermarry with them, nor they with you. Surely they will turn away your hearts after their gods.” Solomon clung to these in love.” (1 Kings 11:1-2)
(It is so important that we always heed God’s warnings to us. God always knows what is best for us and wants to help us to avoid unnecessary pain in life)

“And he had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three hundred concubines; and his wives turned away his heart. For it was so, when Solomon was old, that his wives turned his heart after other gods; and his heart was not loyal to the LORD his God, as was the heart of his father David.
For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, and after Milcom the abomination of the Ammorites. Solomon did evil in the sight of the LORD, and did not fully follow the LORD, as did his father David.” (1 Kings 11:3-6)

· This is why the Apostle Paul emphasised the importance of not being unequally yoked together with unbelievers. That we do not form significant relationships and partnerships with unbelievers as Christians
· This is vitally important when it comes to the choice of our marriage partner

The Apostle Paul wrote,
“Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers.  For what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness? And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever? And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the living God...” (2 Corinthians 6:14-16)

· SO GIVEN THE TIMES THAT WE ARE NOW LIVING IN WITH THE IMMINENT RAPTURE OF ALL TRUE BELIEVERS, IT IS SO IMPORTANT THAT WE CONTINUALLY ENDEAVOUR TO MAINTAIN A RIGHT HEART

· Jesus Himself warned us in relation to the times that we are now living in

“And then many will be offended, will betray one another, and will hate one another. Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive many.” (Matthew 24:10-11) “And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold, But he who endures to the end shall be saved.” (Matthew 24:12-13) 
· Continually maintaining a right heart helps us to do life well and to experience the life and life more abundantly that Jesus spoke of

· SO FIRSTLY WHY IS IT SO IMPORTANT THAT WE ARE CONTINUALLY DILIGENT IN MAINTAINING A RIGHT HEART
Having a right heart;
· Helps us to grow in our faith. We need to always have a heart that is teachable (Proverbs 19:20)
· Is a key to having good and healthy relationships with others (Romans 12:18) (Proverbs 18:24)
· Is a key to fulfilling our God given destiny

· Helps to keep our lives uncomplicated as we are better able to make right choices in life when our heart is right with God (Proverbs 3:5-6)
· Helps us to experience God’s blessing and favour upon our lives (Having an obedient heart is a key to experiencing God’s blessings in our life)
· Helps us to overcome the many temptations that we will all endure in this life (Psalms 119:35-40)
· Helps us to maintain a sweet spirit
Having a right heart also;
· Is a key to having peace and joy in our life even during the trials and disappointments of life
· Is a great key to always doing ministry and things for others with a right motivation (Colossians 3:23-24)
· Helps us to truly shine as believers in the world that we are now living in when we have godly character (Matthew 5:16), and
· Is a key to promotion in God’s Kingdom (James 4:10) (1 Peter 5:6)
· So continually maintaining a right heart is so important if we are to continually experience the life and life more abundantly that Jesus spoke of in John 10:10
Jesus Himself said,

“The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy.  I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.” (John 10:10)

· So given the importance of maintaining a right heart, what can cause wrong attitudes and desires to begin to develop in our heart. I will now quickly look at some of the causes 
1) Having wrong people in our inner circle of friends
In the book of Proverbs we read,

“The righteous should choose his friends carefully, For the way of the wicked leads them astray.”  (Proverbs 12:26)

“He who walks with wise men will be wise, but the companion of fools will be destroyed.”  (Proverbs 13:20)
The Apostle Paul wrote,
“Do not be deceived: Evil company corrupts good habits.”                 (1 Corinthians 15:33)
2) Being easily offended by others and allowing offences to enter our heart

Jesus Himself said, “It is impossible that no offenses should come...” (Luke 17:1)
· We will have many opportunities to be hurt and offended in life
· We simply live in an imperfect world made up of imperfect people that God loves with a passion
· The simple fact is that none of us are perfect. We all make mistakes in life and will at times hurt others

· So as we need grace from others that we may have hurt, we also need to be always willing to extend grace to others
· WE MUST SIMPLY BE ALWAYS QUICK TO FORGIVE OTHERS THAT HURT US

· We must refuse to allow offences to enter into our heart. THIS NEEDS TO BE A CONTINUAL choice

· Jesus clearly warned of the consequences of allowing offences to enter our heart when He shared about the times that we are now living in

Jesus said in relation to the times that we are now living in, “And then many will be offended, will betray one another, and will hate one another. Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive many.” (Matthew 24:10-11)
· An offended heart is the breeding ground for deception entering into our hearts and lives
· We must simply be always quick to forgive others

3) Allowing wrong and negative thoughts to become strongholds in our mind. What we think upon will eventually affect our heart attitudes

· It is so important that we quickly take all wrong and negative thoughts captive before they take us captive
This is why the Apostle wrote, “For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ.” 
(2 Corinthians 10:4-5)
· For this reason it is crucial that we focus on the right things in life

This is why the Apostle Paul wrote,

“Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy-meditate on these things.” (Philippians 4:8)
· Continually focusing on wrong things will eventually cause wrong attitudes and desires to develop in our heart. This will then be reflected in the way that we live our lives and in the way that we speak to others
In the book of Proverbs we read,

“For as he thinks in his heart, so is he...” (Proverbs 23:7)
4) Withdrawing from fellowship with other believers
· Being account​​​able to other mature Christians is a great key to maintaining a right heart

· Withdrawing from fellowship with other believers makes us more prone to making wrong choices in life and to developing sinful habits in our life

In the book of Proverbs we read,
“The backslider in heart will be filled with his own ways, but a good man will be satisfied from above.” (Proverbs 14:14)
· Having fellowship with other believers is a great key to growing strong in our faith and to maintaining a right heart
The Apostle John wrote, “But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.” (1 John 1:7)

· To walk in the light is to live a life where we are accountable to both God and other believers that we fellowship together with
In the book of Proverbs we read,
“Where there is no counsel, the people fall; But in the multitude of counsellors there is safety.” (Proverbs 11:14)
· Especially given the lawless times that we are now living in it is crucial that we are planted in a local church fellowship and accountable to other mature believers

In the book of Hebrews we read,

“Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.  And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.” (Hebrews 10:23-25)
5) Not continually giving all the glory to God but allowing pride and a competitive spirit to develop in our lives (Pride always precedes a fall and is a key factor in seeing strife entering into our significant relationships)
· The bible warns us about the dangers of pride entering our lives and from being self seeking and envious of others
In the book of Proverbs we read,

“Everyone proud in heart is an abomination to the LORD; Though they join forces, none will go unpunished.” (Proverbs 16:5)
“Pride goes before destruction, And a haughty spirit before a fall.” (Proverbs 16:18)

“By pride comes nothing but strife, But with the well-advised is wisdom.” (Proverbs 13:10)
In the book of James we read, But if you have bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts, do not boast and lie against the truth. This wisdom does not descend from above, but is earthly, sensual, demonic. For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing are there.” (James 3:13-16)

· It is so important that we always give all the glory to God in all that we do in life AND continually esteem others better than ourselves
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.” (1 Corinthians 10:31)

The Apostle Paul also wrote,

“Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others.” 
(Philippians 2:3-4)

6) Becoming undisciplined in our walk with the Lord where we neglect our prayer life and reading of the word of God
· Neglecting our prayer life and the study of the word of God will begin to weaken our faith and cause us to be more susceptible to having wrong attitudes and desires developing in our heart
This is why Jesus said to His disciples,

“Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” (Matthew 26:41)
This is why the LORD also said to Joshua, “This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it.  For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.” (Joshua 1:8)
(It is so important to be continually instructed from God’s word in how we should live our life, particularly as we see the world around us becoming more and more ungodly and lawless)

The Apostle Paul wrote, “And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” (Romans 12:2)
In the book of Psalms we read, “How can a young man cleanse his way? By taking heed according to Your word.  With my whole heart I have sought You; Oh, let me not wander from Your commandments!  Your word I have hidden in my heart, that I might not sin against You.” (Psalm 119:9-11) 

And

7) Persisting in an area of known sin in our life and continually ignoring the conviction of the Holy Spirit in relation to these things
· Continually persisting in known sin in our life will harden our hearts
In the book of Hebrews we read,
“Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living God; but exhort one another daily, while it is called “Today,” lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. For we have become partakers of Christ if we hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast to the end,” (Hebrews 3:12-14)
· It is so important that we always keep short accounts with God and maintain a repentant heart so that we always have a soft conscience towards God. This is a great key to maintaining a right heart and to finishing our walk with the Lord well
This is why the Apostle John wrote,

“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:9)  
I will now finish with the greatest key to maintaining a right heart; the importance of having intimacy in our walk with the Lord. 
That our love for Jesus Christ is always our greatest priority in life
Jesus Himself made it clear that our love for God must always be our highest priority in life when He said,

“‘And you shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ This is the first commandment.” (Mark 12:30)

The Apostle Paul wrote,
“But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ.” (Philippians 3:7-8)
King David wrote, “O GOD, You are my God; Early will I seek You; My soul thirsts for you; My flesh longs for You in a dry and thirsty land where there is no water. So I have looked for You in the sanctuary, To see Your power and Your glory. Because Your lovingkindness is better than life, My lips shall praise You.” (Psalm 63:1-3)

“You will show me the path of life; In Your presence is fullness of joy; At Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.” (Psalm 16:11)
“I will praise You, O LORD, with my whole heart; I will tell of all Your marvellous works. I will be glad and rejoice in You; I will sing praise to Your name, O Most High.” (Psalm 9:1-2)
When we love the Lord we will want to do the right thing by God and others
Jesus Himself said, “He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself to him.” (John 14:21)

When we are intimate in our walk with the LORD we will have God’s heart for people and a clear understanding of His will for our life

King David wrote, “Delight yourself also in the LORD, And He shall give you the desires of your heart.” (Psalm 37:4)
In the book of Proverbs we read, “Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)

So in conclusion it is our great love for Jesus that will help us to keep a right heart and enable us to finish our walk with the Lord well in a world full of lawlessness and deception and increasing temptations
Like the Apostle Paul we want to be able to say at the end of our time here on earth,

“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.” (2 Timothy 4:7-8)
· Hence the importance of always maintaining a right heart towards God and others
Like King David our prayer should always be;
“Create in me a clean heart, O God, And renew a steadfast spirit within me.” (Psalm 51:10)
